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cumbrous and confusing. Meynert differs, as most alienists will, 
from the dilettanteic psychiatrists who claim that delusions must 
originate in hallucinations or illusions. The work when com¬ 
pleted will form a decidedly valuable contribution to the literature 
of psychiatry and will then be reviewed at length. 

Psychological Medicine. By Dr. E. C. Mann. Phila¬ 
delphia : P. Blakiston, Son, & Co., 1883. 

The present rather portly volume is devoted not only to the sub¬ 
ject of insanity, but also to “allied nervous diseases.” The author 
is known to the readers of the Journal through articles on 
the subject of insanity, and some of these are incorporated in the 
present work. The first part of the book is devoted to “ Insanity 
in General : Its History and Classification,” “ Etiology of Insanity 
and Importance of its Repression in the Incipient Stages,” “ Pre¬ 
vention of Insanity,” “Diagnosis and Prognosis of Insanity,” Civil 
Incapacity,” “ Legal Tests of Responsibility,” “ Hints for Giving 
Testimony,” “ Expert Testimony and the Functions of Experts 
in Insanity,” “ General Paralysis of the Insane,” “ Idiocy, 
Dementia, Folie Raisonnante,” “ Mental Responsibility and the 
Diagnosis of Insanity in Criminal Cases,” “ Histology and Func¬ 
tions of the Brain,” “ Pathology and Morbid Histology of Acute 
and Chronic Insanity,” “ Cases Illustrating Pathology and Morbid 
Histology of Insanity,” “Treatment of Insanity,” “Insanity in 
the Middle States,” “ Provision for the Chronic Insane,” “ Lunacy 
in England and Scotland,” “The Necessity for a New Method 
of Introducing Expert Testimony in Criminal Trials where In¬ 
sanity is Alleged as a Defence,” “Codification of the Common 
Law as to Insanity.” It will be obvious from these headings that 
the author’s ideas of what is necessary in the arrangement of 
a work on insanity are in a decidedly confused state. 

Dr. Mann in the first chapter cites a few classifications, but 
recommends none, and gives the impression to the student that the 
subject is of no importance. He seems to lean to the etiological 
classification of Skae. The remarks on etiology in the second 
chapter are based on the absurd “ supposed causes,” tables of 
asylum reports, and are therefore worthless. The remarks on the 
treatment of the incipient stages of insanity ignore facts which 
are now well recognized. The remarks on the prevention of 
insanity in the third chapter are less dilettanteish than those 
usually found under this head. Dr. Mann takes a very sound 
view of the evil influence of schools, but the chapter as a whole, 
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-however valuable from a popular standpoint, takes up too much 
space in reiterating very trite opinions. Were the chapter on 
diagnosis based on a proper classification, it would be of value ; as 
it is, the student from the data given would not be able to demar¬ 
cate states in which persecutory delusions occur from melancholia. 
The remarks on moral insanity are just, so far as they go, but they 
do not go far enough, since moral insanity is sometimes congenital 
as well as acquired ; the whole chapter is permeated by the change- 
of-character theory, which has worked such sad havoc in forensic 
psychiatry. 

The section on prognosis contains many errors ; chronic hyster¬ 
ical insanity has not a good prognosis ; puerperal insanity is not, 
as a rule, caused by septicaemia. The meaning of the following 
sentence may be clear to Dr. Mann ; it is not to the reviewer. 
“ The prognostic value of difference in the pupils in insanity is not 
great, according to most authorities, and does not seem to justify an 
unfavorable prognosis ; paralytic cases are excluded in these 
remarks.” The distinction between the varieties of eccentricity, so 
dishonestly confused by the experts in the Guiteau trial, is well 
made by Dr. Mann. He accidentally omits to refer the entire 
description of one variety to its proper source—Bucknill and 
Tuke’s work. The diagnostic remarks on hypochondriasis inter¬ 
larded in this section are worthless, and the same is true of 
the remarks on monomania, which are based on exploded dicta. In 
the remarks on feigned insanity nothing is said as to simulation of 
insanity by the insane. Dr. Mann, unlike Dr. A. E. Macdonald, 
the only would-be alienist who makes such statements, admits that 
the insane can and do conceal their insanity. 

The chapter on civil incapacity contains perfectly sound and just 
opinions which do credit to Dr. Mann’s power of psychological 
analysis and sense of humanity. The chapter on general paralysis 
contains nothing new or newly put. Dr. Mann fails to recognize 
that pathological data indicate the vaso-motor nature of the 
disease. 

The seventh chapter on idiocy, dementia, and folie raisonnante 
contains much of value, but the subject-matter of the chapter as a 
whole is badly digested ; through an error, possibly typographical, 
moral or affective insanity is used as a synonym for all three 
psychical states. The valuable article of Dr. Hughes on moral 
insanity is quoted in full. The eighth chapter might have been 
with advantage condensed into one with the fifth. It contains 
much truth put in a plain, practical way. Dr. Mann has evidently 
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never met with a case of transitory insanity, nor is he familiar 
with the literature, or he would not say : “ There has been petit 
mal in nearly every case of transitory mania we have knowl¬ 
edge of.” The ninth chapter is not brought up to date, and is 
useless. The tenth chapter contains no guide against alcoholic 
artefacts, and in fact describes such artefacts as pathological 
lesions. Dr. Mann is unacquainted with any researches on 
“ originare Verrucktheit.” This and the next chapter have 
already appeared in the 1877 volume of the Journal. The last 
case cited is valueless ; no psychical symptoms, of what would 
appear from the diagnosis to be an exceedingly rare case, are 
given. The chapter on treatment, so far as its original part goes, 
contains much common-sense, but the value of the chapter is 
marred by the citation of, what Luther V. Bell long ago showed 
to be worse than useless, asylum statistics. It is a well-estab¬ 
lished fact in psychiatry as in general medicine, that the more 
ignorant a physician the more “ cures ” he reports, simply because 
of erroneous diagnosis. It would show a more decided tendency 
to get at the true state of things were Dr. Mann to quote side by 
side with Dr. J. P. Gray’s remarks on restraint and seclusion, 
what Dr. Bucknill says about restraint in the Utica Asylum in 
“Notes on Asylums in America.” If Dr. Mann had confined 
his remarks on treatment to the citation of his own experi¬ 
ence, his readers would have less reason to complain. The 
thirteenth chapter might as well have been omitted. It really 
gives no idea of the imperfect provision for the insane in every 
State mentioned. The fourteenth chapter is an imperfect rehash 
of the outcry for provision for the chronic insane, floating through 
medical literature for the past ten years. The same remark 
applies to the fifteenth chapter as to the thirteenth. The six¬ 
teenth chapter is a discussion of the question of expert testimony, 
but the remedies for the evils of the expert system are dilettanteish 
in character, and ignore the existence of the very potent “ politi¬ 
cal machine,” which makes out of very imperfect timber the 
average medical superintendent of an hospital for the insane. In 
Massachusetts it has appointed men like May, who seduced his 
female patients ; in New York, men like the superintendent of 
the Auburn Asylum, who shot bullets into his patients; not to 
speak of the superintendents who get places by giving fraudulent 
health certificates to convicts with “influence,” or the ones 
appointed to get rid of them as candidates for the Legislature. 
The section on nervous diseases is interestingly written, but is 
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seriously deficient in a knowledge of the more recent literature, 
and the chapter on the development of the nervous system needs 
rewriting under the stimulus of a better knowledge of comparative 
anatomy. The appendix on the laws of the various States is of 
great value. The appended bibliography is, like the work itself, in 
a decidedly confused state, and useless to the student. The 
present work, if cut down two thirds, if systematically arranged, 
if brought up to date in regard to most of the matters with which 
it deals, might be of value to the alienist. Dr. Mann can scarcely 
be said to have done well in so soon appearing before the public 
as an author. As it is, his enemies have certainly reason to be 
rejoiced at the fact that he has written a book. The reviewer, 
with high regard for the stand Dr. Mann has taken against popular 
prejudices in regard to questions where it would have been more 
profitable to have done otherwise, regrets, for Dr. Mann’s own 
sake, that he should have published the present volume. 

J. G. K. 

First Report of the Committee on Lunacy of the 
Board of Public Charities of the State of Pennsylvania, 
Sept. 30, 1883, Harrisburgh. L. S. Hart, State printer, 1884. 

This Committee on Lunacy consists of five persons, none of 
whom are alienists, and but one of whom is a medical man. This 
last gentleman has never been known other than as a surgeon, but it 
would seem that having married the daughter of a doctrinaire 
member of the Superintendents’ Association this makes him, in 
the estimation of other doctrinaires, an alienist. The report is 
simply a statement of the act establishing this committee, and its 
rules and regulations. In the main, no objection could be made to 
the rules adopted, were they to be carried out by alienists, as by 
certain interpretations even the best rules become injurious. The 
thirty-sixth rule, that a copy of all the rules of the board are to be 
kept where the patients can have access to it is a decidedly dilet¬ 
tante one, and cannot fail to work injury to the discipline of 
hospitals for the insane. 

Medical Diagnosis, with Special Reference to Practical 
Medicine. By J. M. Da Costa, M.D., LL.D. Sixth edition, 
Revised. Philadelphia. J. B. Lippincott & Co. 

A book which has passed through six editions, and which during 
twenty years has been before the medical public, acknowledged as 
an authority, and appreciated to such an extent as to have made 
its translation into foreign languages a necessity, hardly calls for 



